
 

 

Read On • February issue • Aufgaben • sprachzeitungen.de 

© 2025 Carl Ed. Schünemann KG • Alle Rechte vorbehalten. 

 

 

Worksheet  
 

by Jennifer Kerr 

 

For the article: 
 

Australia passes social media ban for kids and teens  

under 16 
 
Read On, February issue 2025, page 2 

 

—————————————————————————————————————————— 

 
Topics: Australia • social media • politics • young people 

 

Skills: scan reading • reading comprehension • speaking • grammar • use of English 

 

Answers: see page 7 

 

—————————————————————————————————————————— 



 

 

Read On • February issue • Aufgaben • sprachzeitungen.de 

© 2025 Carl Ed. Schünemann KG • Alle Rechte vorbehalten.  1 
 

Pre-reading 
 

 Work with a partner or with a group. 

 
Before reading the article, discuss the following questions in pairs or small groups: 

 
a) Do you use social media? If so, which social media platforms do you use? 

 

b) What do you do on social media? Why do you use it? 

 

c) Brainstorm some of the potential dangers of using social media. Use the space provided below: 

 

 
 
          

   

 

                Dangers of Social Media   

 

 

      

 

 

 

Scan reading 

 

There are many statements by different people and organisations in this article. 

  

a) Before reading the full article, scan read through the article to find the name of the person or 

organisation who said each statement. 

 

b) Then fill in the final column explaining who or what each person or organisation is. You may 

need to scan through the article again to find this information. 

 

Work individually, and then check with your partner. 

 

 

 

 Statement 

 

Name of person or  

organisation 

 

Description 

 

 

A “Social media is doing harm to our kids and 

 I’m calling time on it.” 

 

 

 

 

 

B “the bill was ‘ineffective’ and wouldn’t make       

 kids safer” 

 

 

 

 

 

C “the whole process was ‘hasty’” 
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D “We need to make social media safer for  

      everybody.” 

 

  

 

E “This is a government that is obviously not  

      made up of teenagers, but it’s making a law   

     about social media when they didn’t grow 

 up in the social media age” 

 

  

 

F “Social media provides vital connections for  

    many young Australians, allowing them to   

     access mental health resources, peer 

 support networks, and a sense of 

 community” 
 

  

 

G “Our children will be jumping from the frypan     

      into the fire” 

 

  

 

 

Reading comprehension 

 

Now read the article all the way through, and decide if the following statements are true (T), 

false (F), or not mentioned (N). Write corrections for the false statements in the spaces 

provided below. Work individually. 

 

 Statement 
 

T F N 

a) Australia’s social media age limit is the highest age limit set by 
any country. 
 
 

Ο Ο Ο 

b) Social media platforms have six months to implement the law. 
 
 

Ο Ο Ο 

c) The bill was not supported by Australia’s major political parties. 
 
 

Ο Ο Ο 

d) The Australian prime minister has a child under 16. 
 
 

Ο Ο Ο 

e) In Australia, there were several cases of teenage suicide due to 
online bullying. 
 
 

Ο Ο Ο 

f) 

 

g) 

Children who use social media do less sport. 
 
 
The new law is raising privacy questions. 

Ο 

 

Ο 

Ο 

 

Ο 

Ο 

 

Ο 
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   h) 

 

i) 

 

j) 

 

 
Many teens feel left out of the debate.  
 
 
Leo Puglisi is a senator from the Australian Greens. 
 
 
 
Young people will still be able to use online dating websites. 
 
 

 

Ο 

Ο 

 

Ο 

 

Ο 

Ο 

 

Ο 

 

Ο 

Ο 

 

Ο 

 

 
Now rewrite the false statements from above, using the correct information from the article. 

 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
Speaking 
 

 Work with a partner. 

 
In pairs, take it in turns to describe one of the following words or expressions from the article. 

Your partner needs to guess which word you are describing, but you can’t say the word or any 

part of the word, or make any movements with your hands or body. You need to describe it 

using other words. 

 

First, individually, check that you understand the meaning of each word. Then begin describing 

them. Take it in turns. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
ban 

 

 
age limit 

 
fine 

 
poll 

 

 
news conference 

 
addiction 

 
hasty 

 

 
peer support 

network 
 

 
criticism 
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Grammar 
 
Scan back through the article to find sentences or phrases in the present, past, and future 

tenses. Find two examples for each tense. Use the spaces provided in the table below to 

write your examples and the paragraphs where you found them in the article. One example 

has been provided for you. 

 

 

 

Tense 

 

 

Example from article 

 

Paragraph 

 

Present tense 

 

 

It’s one of the toughest social media bans in the world, 

with the highest age limit set by any country. 
 

 

1 

 

Present tense 

 

 

  

 

Past tense 

 

 

  

 

Past tense 

 

 

  

 

Future tense 

 

 

  

 

Future tense 

 

 

  

  

 

 
Use of English 

 
 

Scan through the article to find synonyms (>>) for the words below. The paragraphs where 

you can find the words are indicated in brackets. 

 

a) hard (>>)          ________________ (para. 1)  

b) prohibited (>>)       ________________ (para. 2) 

c) main (>>)         ________________ (para. 4)  

d) survey (>>)        ________________ (para. 4)  

e) hurt (>>)         ________________ (para. 5)  



 

 

Read On • February issue • Aufgaben • sprachzeitungen.de 

© 2025 Carl Ed. Schünemann KG • Alle Rechte vorbehalten.  5 
 

f) harmful (>>)        ________________ (para. 6)  

g) entire (>>)         ________________ (para. 8) 

h) dangerous (>>)       ________________ (para. 11) 

i) clearly (>>)        ________________ (para. 12)  

j) important (>>)        ________________ (para. 14) 

 
 

Post-reading 
 

 Work with a group. 

 

1. Discuss the following questions, which are all related to the topic of the article, in small 

groups: 

 

a) What is your opinion on the new law in Australia, which bans children under 16 from using social 

media? Let everyone share their opinion and explain their reasoning. 

 

b) If you were a teenager living in Australia, how do you think you would feel about this new law? 

 

c) According to the article, the Australian prime minister said that “social media is doing harm to our 

kids”, and the article mentions toxic content, addiction to social media and online bullying. Do 

you think banning social media will help to end these problems? 

 

d) The article also mentions that Christopher Stone, the executive director of Suicide Prevention 

Australia, said that “a social media ban might make teens feel more isolated and lonely”. Do you 

agree with this statement? 

 

e) Overall, do you think social media has more negative effects or more positive effects on young 

people? Discuss your answers together. 

 

 

 

2. Now imagine you are a teenager living in Australia and the prime minister has asked 

young people to write in and share their opinions about the new law.  

 

First, decide if you are for or against this social media ban. Then write a letter to the 

Australian prime minister, Anthony Albanese, sharing your opinion. Write in full 

sentences, and use your own words. Mention at least three points to explain why you are 

for or against the law, explaining your reasoning. Try to think of some other points not 

mentioned in the article. 

 

Work individually, and use the space provided below to write your letter. 
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Dear Mr Albanese, 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 
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Answer key 
 

Scan reading 

A Anthony Albanese → Australian prime minister • B Meta → social media company • C Matt Canavan →  

senator • D Sarah Hanson-Young → senator from the Australian Greens • E Leo Puglisi → teenager who 

started a high-school streaming news channel • F Christopher Stone → executive director of Suicide 

Prevention Australia • G The Heads Up Alliance → group of Australian parents 

Reading comprehension 

a) True (para. 1) • b) False – Social media platforms have 12 months to find ways to implement the law.  

(para. 3) • c) False – The bill was supported by Australia’s major political parties. (para. 4) • d) Not mentioned •  

e) True (para. 6) • f) Not mentioned • g) True (para. 9) • h) True (para. 12) • i) False – Leo Puglisi is a teenager 

who started a high-school streaming news channel. (para. 12) • j) Not mentioned 

 

Grammar 

Sample answers 

present tense → It’s one of the toughest social media bans in the world, with the highest age limit set by any 

country. (para. 1); A new Australian law says that children under 16 … (para. 1) • past tense → The law was 

passed in November of last year … (para. 3); Social media companies have criticised the ban. (para. 7) • 

future tense → … there will be fines of up to 50 million Australian dollars. (para. 3); … young people will still be 

able to access messaging apps, gaming platforms, and health and education services. (para. 15)  

 
Use of English 

a) tough • b) banned • c) major • d) poll • e) do harm • f) toxic • g) whole • h) unsafe • i) obviously • j) vital 
 

 

Read On im Klassensatz: Sichern Sie sich Ihre Vorteile. Jetzt hier bestellen! 

 

Hinweis: Die Zugangsdaten zu Ihrem persönlichen Abo dürfen Sie nicht an Dritte weitergeben. 

 

 

 

https://www.sprachzeitungen.de/englisch-lernen/read-on-sammelabo.html#167=373

